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When?

In May 2010, as part of your Module 4 exams.

How much is it worth?

Module 4 = 50% of your final grade.  It’s made up of:

· 30 min Listening exam = 12.5% 

· 30 min Reading exam = 12.5%

· 50 min Writing exam = 12.5%
· 8 min Speaking exam = 12.5%
What do you have to do?

· 1 roleplay

· Short conversation on 2 topics

How does the exam work?

· You’ll do your speaking exam in school with Miss Green.  It will be recorded, then the tape will be sent to the exam board to be marked.

· The exams are run in 3 sessions – before break, after break and in the afternoon. You’ll be told which session to come to.  Everyone in that session will arrive at the same time and go to a pre-exam room, where you wait until you’re called for your exam. When you’ve done your exam, you go back to lessons.  

· When it’s your turn, you’ll go to a different room & you’ll have 5 mins preparation time.  

· In your preparation time, you’ll have a copy of the roleplay card and the card showing the topics for your conversation.  You can make notes and take these into your exam with you.

· When your preparation time ends, you’ll go into the exam room and do your roleplay and conversation.  It only lasts 8 minutes so it’s really nothing to worry about!!  
The Roleplay

When you arrive in the preparation room, you’ll be given a card that looks like this:
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You can use your prep time to plan each of the things you have to say in French. When you do your exam, your teacher will begin the conversation and give you time to respond.  

Marking

You’ll be given a mark out of 4 for each prepared task, and a mark out of 2 for the ! ones.
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Tips for a good roleplay

· What role is your teacher playing – should you use ‘tu’ (informal) or ‘vous’ (polite)?
· Read the tasks carefully – check the tense you need & what information it asks for. 
· Use vocab that you’re confident with.                  
The things you have to say are quite general, so stick to things you know how to say – it doesn’t have to be true!
· The important thing is to get your message across 

If something you’re asked to say needs a word you don’t know in French, think of another way to get the message across, e.g. if you’re supposed to ask the way to the train station but you don’t know the word for “train station”, you could say “where can I take a train?”  

· For the ! – predict what the question might be & plan some possible answers.  If you don’t understand the question first time, just say “je ne comprends pas” or “pouvez-vous répéter?” and the teacher will repeat what they said.  You won’t lose any marks for this, in fact it makes you look a lot better than if you just sit there quietly panicking!

Important things to know for the roleplay


1. TU or VOUS
    Look at the situation you’re given. 

    Talking to a friend ( use TU.

    Talking to a stranger ( use VOUS.

2. WHAT TENSE?

    Read the top of the card where it tells you what 

    the situation is. This will give you a clue whether 

    you’re talking about the past, present or future.

3. ! QUESTIONS (higher tier only)

Think about the situation and what information has already been mentioned, and try to predict some possible questions & answers during your prep time.


The Conversation

Your conversation will be on 2 topics, one from each of these groups:
When you go into the preparation room, you’ll be given a card (in French) which tells you the 2 topics you’ll have to talk about.  You can use your preparation time to make some notes to plan what you’ll say in the exam.

Tips for a good conversation
· Control the conversation yourself.  You have 5-7 minutes to show off how much French you know.  If you give a short answer when the teacher asks you a question, they’ll have to keep asking questions until the time is up – so there’s more risk that they’ll ask a question you don’t understand or can’t answer! If you say as much as possible for each question, you can control the conversation and stick to things you know will sound impressive.

· Use different tenses. To get a C, you have to use past, present and future tenses. Plan in advance how you can easily include these in your conversation.

· Use varied vocabulary – try not to use the same verbs/adjectives etc more than once.

Marking

You’ll be given marks for communication, spontaneity/fluency & quality of language.

 
Question words


Comment = how


Pourquoi = why


Quand = when


A quelle heure = at what time


Quel/quelle = which/what


Où = where


Qu’est-ce que tu as… = what have you…


Avec qui = with whom


Qui = who
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Forming questions


1. Say a statement, but make your voice higher at the end of the sentence so it sounds like a question.





2. Swap the subject & the verb


Tu es allé en vacances. ( Es-tu allé en vacances?


If you need a question word, just put it at the start  ( Quand es-tu allé en vacances?





3. Put est-ce que at the beginning of a statement


Tu es allé en vacances. ( Est-ce que tu es allé en vacances? 


If you need a question word, add it before est-ce que ( Quand est-ce que tu es allé en vacances?
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